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Project Title: Netizens and the Birth of the Internet
Objectives:
 Short Description:
The purpose of the project will be to investigate and then to synthesize the  roots of Internet development in 20th century Europe. The Internet began as an international collaboration of researchers from the US, Great Britain, France, Italy and Norway. Little is known and recorded of this early international collaboration. The commonly held myth is that the Internet is an American invention. 
The research creating the TCP/IP protocol made it possible to create the  Internet. This research was done as part of an international collaboration. The European Unix community of the 1980s played an important role in the spread of the TCP/IP among the networking projects in Europe. 
But this was far from a purely technical co-operation. There was a social program that was part of a bottom up process of  participation in the development of the Internet. There were users who considered themselves to be netizens. They not only spread the Internet, but also spread the consciousness of netizen as a process of online  participatory citizenship in the development of the Internet.
II - Explanation of how project contributes to program
The Internet is without doubt one of the most important communicative infrastructures of the modern world. The HPIIS project aims to contribute to the research team "Building Europe on Infrastructures", primarily "Euronets",  but also to "Negotiating the European Knowledge Society" (Shaping information systems and technologies for Europe).
 Investigating, documenting and synthesizing the role of European research groups in creating the Internet is an integral part of studying the role of technology in European integration.
Investigating the collaboration between US and European researchers on this important project of the 20th Century, the project of creating the Internet, may also shed light on the positive role that the project of European integration has had on US society.
Along with the exploration of networks of power, that is proposed for the Inventing Europe project, we are proposing to include the concept of "networks of communication". The political scientist, Karl Deutsch, introduced the concept of "channels of internal communication" as an important area of investigation in exploring social organizations and institutions. 
----- III
Thematic Structures
This proposal basically falls into Section II of the Inventing Europe proposal.
Along with other infrastructures discussed in the proposal section on Building Europe on infrastructures, -- is the Internet.
A historical case study of the Internet's development helps to examine how it is not just a case of creating standards to develop technology. Rather there is an earlier stage in the technical development of large scale technical projects like the creation of the Internet. This is the creation of a design, a vision and a philosophy. Then the development  of a working implementation had to be created on a scale consistent with the  projected goal of the technical project.
While most of the research for this Inernet Project falls within the scope of Group Part II, there are some important connections to Part III and Part IV.
 Research by American and European researchers in the 1930s and then in the post WWII period envisioned the concept of an information  society. They recognized the role of interaction between the human  and his/her environment. And the ability of the human to interact with the environment and to impact the environment was of interest to researchers like Licklider who became interested in the role of  technology to help in the interaction.
The creation of the TCP/IP protocol and of SATNET, a packet switching satellite network are examples of the large scale transatlantic  technological projects that set the foundation for the Internet.
In Group V - there is a basis to explore how a form of citizenship of a broader than national entity, has developed with the development of netizenship.
Polish researcher Leszek Jesien proposed the importance of studying netizenship as a means of determining a model for a form of  citizenship for the EU. 
(Add Reference)
 In Part B of the proposal "Inventing Europe" there is an interest in investigating associations that encouraged technological and social development. The efforts of the IIASA and UN encouraged network collaboration between scientific researchers in Eastern  and Western European are two examples it woudl be appropriate to  develp and analyze.
 IV - Products
This project will aim to contributions to a book being done by the larger  Eurochannels research group.
It will also plan to work with the Internet pioneers of the 1970s   to create a book of articles and interviews.
Also perhaps there will be a way to contribute to an online or other museum exhibit about the origins of the Internet.
Organisational details:
An online mailing list and web site will be needed and will help to conduct the research and to disseminate the findings.  Also it would be helpful to have a way to have a mailing list or local Usenet newsgroup for the pioneers and researchers to interact and share their thoughts, memories, and questions. This might be useful as an online archive after the project is over.
Along with a major case study of the research collaboration to develop TCP/IP, some smaller case studies are planned, to document how  the Internet spread in Europe. Two or three small case studies are planned, one of a country like Hungary or Poland, one of a country like Germany, or the Netherlands, and another perhaps of an international organization like CERN and how TCP/IP spread inside CERN.
 V - Funding
We will be seeking funding
In the US, we will approach the NSF, the Mellon Foundation, the Sloan Foundation and other relevant funding agencies. The Soros foundation will be approached to help with funding for the research relating to the development of the Internet in the former Eastern Europe.
In Norway we will approach the national funding agency and also the government agencies that are relevant to the work.
Also NDRE might be willing to contribute.
In Great Britain we will request fudning from the 
the Economic and Social Research Council
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Ronda Hauben is a researcher and writer who has spent the past ten years studying, writing and participating in Usenet and the Internet. She has taught at Stillman College in Alabama and at Wheelock College in Massachusetts. More recently she has taught introductory classes to the Internet and Usenet and Unix at Columbia University. She is co-author of the book "Netizens: On the History and Impact of Usenet and the Internet" published in collaboration with Michael Hauben. The book was online from 1994 on and has been published in a print edition by the IEEE Computer Society in 1997. It has also been published in a Japanese translation. Ronda has been invited to give talks about the history and impact of the Internet and about netizens in 1999 at the Citizen's Agenda 2000 NGO Forum conference in Finland sponsored by the European Union, at the European Parliament to students in 2001, in Vienna at Technical University in 1998 and and at the Austrian Computer Society in 1999, in Budapest at the Art Institute there in 1999, at the Computer Systems Laboratory at Stanford University in the US in 2001. Other recent conferences she has participated in include the Congress in Berlin sponsored by the Institute fur Technikfolgenabschatzung und Systemanalyse and VDI/VDI-Technologiezentrum Informationstechnik, October 2001, Association of Internet Researchers Conference in Maastricht in 2002, and the Symposium on Kybernetik und Interdisziplinaritat in den Wiessenschaten, in November 2002 in Berlin. Her writing has been published in journals and online publications. Recently she has written articles for Telepolis in Germany. Also an article she wrote appeared last year in the journal Science Studies. And an article appeared in the book Cyberhypes.  Ronda wrote several entries for the "Encyclopedia of Computers and Computer History" edited by Raul Rojas and published in 2001. She  participated in the "Tensions of Europe" communications workshop in Zurich in May 2003.
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Anders Ekeland
Dep: Oslo Research directors Direct phone: 22868030 e-mail: anders.ekeland 
Anders Ekeland, economist, graduated from the University of Oslo. Also studied history, computer science and Czech. Main area of work is labour market studies using large public databases. Other work areas include reasearch policy, especially public IT policy, e-commerce, e-government, e-payment  and semantic web. Special interests are computer simulation and Radical/Marxian Economics
