 History and Persepectives of the Internet InfraStructure (HPIIS)
Objectives: 

The primary objective of HPIIS is to study and synthesize the early history of the Internet. Although seen as an US invention, it was cooperation of US and  European researchers that formed the very earliest development of the Internet. Understanding this background is necessary for Europe to play a continuing role in the further development of the basic infrastructures of the Internet. There are great - and little  recognized - challenges ahead for Europe - and the rest of the world -  in this domain.
Both the development of packet switched networks and the tcp/ip protocol was done by both US and European researcher. On both sides of the Atlantic researchers were inspired by a vision of striving to enhance democracy and civil liberties. The Internet was to be controlled by the users, by citizens of the countries participating in its continuing development, not by political and profit-oriented elites.
Since the mid-nineties the Internet has become a mass phenomenon, and both political and business elites want to control it. A key question here is who controls the basic technological infrastructure, the IP numbers which are part of the tcp/ip protocol, the domain names, the protocols etc. The Internet was a *public* affair from the start. 
There is now a process of privatisation of the basic Internet structures. This process runs contrary, not only to the interests of Europe, but of users and the public interest world wide. Europe needs to study the history and the current development in order to intervene on behalf ordinary users. Most Internet users are netizens, i.e. they want an Internet as a medium of communication,  not tampered with by elite and business interests.
Contribution to proposal: 

The Internet is without doubt one of the most important communicative infrastructures of the modern world. The HPIIS project aims to contribute to the research team "Building Europe on Infrastructures", primarily "Euronets",  but also to "Negotiating the European Knowledge Society" (Shaping information systems and technologies for Europe). The contest over who will control the Internet Infrastructures  is both a question about the fundamental issue of who will control and  influence the Internet in the present and further and also a question of how to develop the Internet in the future. Europe needs a historical  conciousness in order to understand what is going on. The efforts of MicroSoft to lock in its users into their network and systems is a warning sign.  Google and its planned stock market entrance is also a sign of the problem of what happens when a private company takes over public functions of the Internet which need some form of oversight and/or public operation. There is a need for a democratic, public service, an "European" ethos to govern the Internet Infrastructures.
Main researchers involved
 Anders Ekeland - Norway
Ronda Hauben - US
Others interested
 Organisational details:
This project will take the form of an online network which will enable the participants to collaborate in a study of the historical, present and future processes that are needed to manage an international research collaboration of the Internet's infrastructure.
To do this, an online network will be set up with a web site and mailing  list, are public to encourage contributions by the online community. There will also be local newsgroups and email for the researchers to  communicate among themselves.
There will be several participants in different countries, who can speak different languages so that the pioneers of Internet development and of the early European Unix and Usenet community can be interviewed and encouraged to contribute the documents and memories they have from their early collaborative work.
Also an effort will be made to document the early public sites and efforts in Europe which helped to create and spread the Internet and Usenet and to make Internet access broadly available.
To do this there will be 3 or 4 case studies of how computer networking spread both in Eastern and Western Europe in the 1970s thru the 1990s.
The countries which will be considered for these case studies include:
Norway, Great Britain, Netherlands, Hungary, Poland, Germany and France
 There will also be a part of the project that will concern itself with the continuing disputes over how to create a structure for an international collaboration to manage the continuing development of the Infrastructure of the Internet. This is an issue currently being considered by the World Summit on Information Society. (WSIS)
The researchers in this project will try to contribute the research done for the WSIS process.
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